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ANNUAL REPORT
Year ended 31 December 2010
Developing the Leaders of Tomorrow
Network. Learn.  Fun.
The Newcastle & Hunter Junior Chamber provides opportunities for young people to network in a business environment, develop leadership skills, interact socially with like-minded people and contribute to the local community.
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History of the Newcastle & Hunter Junior Chamber
The Junior Chamber is one of the largest organisations of its type in the world.

Internationally, there are more than 9,000 active chapters located in 123 nations and territories.

In Australia the Junior Chamber first commenced in Perth in June 1933, originally as an Economic Study Club.

In June 1948, the national organisation was born at a 2 day conference of delegate representing chapters from most of Australia’s capital cities.

Currently due to a cost/benefit decision, the NHJC does not directly affiliate with the national organisation, however members can still benefit from the association when travelling inter-state or overseas.

Locally, the NHJC is a non-profit organisation where the directors all volunteer their time and energy for the benefit of the members. Our members are young professional men and women aged between 18 to 40 years, from a wide range of careers and backgrounds.

The Newcastle & Hunter Junior Chamber was established as an Incorporated Association during 2001.

President’s Report

The feedback the Board has received from the attendees of the NHJC events for 2010 has been outstanding. We have had a great mix of attendees, regular and new, from all industries and disciplines. Our membership group is really starting to diversify. The word out there in the professional community is that these events are a fun, valuable and a worthwhile networking forum. Attendance had risen in 2010, on average, 46% on 2009’s events.

2010 had seen the NHJC stick to some of the more traditional events, such as the Trivia Night and The Great Debate, but we had been complimenting these with some fresh ideas and completely new events. We tried new things such as gaining the assistance of an events planner who helped us create an ambient mood on the rooftop of the Newcastle Permanent Building Society, a successful event with Glen Kirkwood, networking guru. We were put in contact with Kloster BMW who lent us their showroom for a very successful interactive celebration of innovation and the future of business. We put a new spin on a regular event, the Lovedale Long Lunch, by hiring a HUMMER and awarding rides to attendees through the vineyards. 

We didn't run any breakfast forums in 2010 and offset our events with the PULSE calendar, minimizing competition with our affiliate charity. We also cross promoted our events with PULSE. In 2010 the NHJC put more effort into delivering one event every two months, rather than up to two events per month as in previous years.
We included events such as the launch party at the beginning of the year, which outlined the year to come and allowed members to get to know each other before we tackled the upcoming twelve months. The Honeysuckle Hotel created the perfect backdrop for our Christmas Party, a great success. I feel we can credit part of our success with our focus this year on creating a less formal environment that allows our members to feel more relaxed, and hence, making it easier to get to know others and ‘network’.
The 2009 Board decided that paid memberships were not proving to be valuable to our members, and as such, we decided to take a database membership approach and concentrated on keeping costs at minimum, making events more affordable for our database members and guests. 
As such, we didn’t profit from our events this year which had an impact on what we could contribute to PULSE. We but broke even with the support of organisations such as ITJobz, SparkeHelmore, Hunter Water Corporation, Kloster BMW, Envision Event Planning, Newcastle Permanent Building Society, Newcastle University, (Apple) MAC1, Telstra, Domayne Kotara, Computer Systems Australia, allowing us to make our events more affordable, allowing cheap tickets to be sold.
We look forward again to working closely and supporting PULSE in 2011 as we focus on profiting from our events to donate more to the HMRI cause. The NHJC also anticipate supporting Westpac Rescue Helicopter in their efforts to educate our business community on their services and rally support in the community. We have $500 from 2010 to present to PULSE, our affiliate charity this year.

The strong relationship between the NHJC and Hunter Business Chamber (HBC) was continued. The NHJC was represented on the Hunter Business Chamber board and the NHJC had representatives at most HBC events throughout the year. We were offered time to promote our events at HBC events. The 2010 NHJC Board shared breakfast with the 2011 HBC Board late last year. The NHJC looks forward to continuing to develop this strong relationship into 2011. 
The Board put together a strategic marketing plan. This included a slight twist on the old logo, which now includes the words ‘Network, Learn, Fun’ which we believe represents what we stand for. NHJC events graced the social pages of the Newcastle Herald. We have had articles written on our events, including a front page feature on our Innovation in Business event in the Business section, we have a Facebook page with many followers, are on Twitter, and design some great print media that is sent to our database members with updates and upcoming events.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 2010 Board of the NHJC for their significant time and efforts.  Each member has voluntary contributed their energy to the organisation and it is this team effort that has enabled 2010 to be refreshed and successful. A quick mention to Mark Kentwell, Director, who was awarded the Hunter Business Chamber Young Professional of the Year Award. And Jaimie Abbott, Vice President, who also chaired Hunter Animal Rescue in 2010.
I would also like to thank you, our supporters and affiliate partners.  Without you, the NHJC would not be the success it has been in 2010. 
Sarah Skillen
President 2010
18 January 2010
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Year in Review
January
AGM

The 2010 AGM introduced members to the NHJC for the year. The event began with networking and saw the election of the 2010 board. 

February
NHJC 2010 Launch
Introduction of the 2010 Board and a run down of events for the year
April

Networking Soiree
Glenn Kirkwood, Executive Director of BNI (Business Network International)
Kyle Loads, Auto Advantage

Glenn passed on his own ‘tried and tested’ tips to get the most out of networking and meeting new business contacts. The Newcastle Permanent lent the event to their rooftop, the mild weather and spectacular views complimented the great food and wine tasting. It was a sell out event.
May

Lovedale Long Lunch

The NHJC bus trip to the Lovedale Long Lunch was a day of fun for the 110 people who attended. Members and guests visited a variety of wineries to enjoy food, wine and entertainment. The introduction of the Hummer ride for lucky attendees made the event a sell out and a huge success.
July

Great debate 

Superman, Batman & Ironman. Superheroes or Misleading Idols?
Lizotte’s Restaurant

Teams for this annual event were made up of some high profile Novocastrians.  Representing the affirmative team was Trevor Waring, Newcastle University Chancellor, Libby Dedman, Just Liberated, Lachlan Wilson, Lawyer and NHJC Director.  While the negative team consisted of Martin Dinneen, Journalist, Mem Hockley, Celebrity Chef, and comedian, Brendan Knott.
Brian Lizotte was MC on the night and provided a fantastic venue for the event. 

September
The Future of Business / Innovation Celebration
Dr Paul Dastoor, Physicist 

Dr Stephen Chalup
The BMW showroom provided the perfect venue for this expo-type event, with special guests Dr Paul Dastoor addressing the crowd, and Dr Stephen Chalup entertaining us with his award winning robots. Gourmet food and wine was served as guests checked out and played with the latest in technologies from Apple, Telstra and Nintendo. 
October
Trivia night:  Merewether Bowling Club
The NHJC ran another successful the Trivia Night in October. We changed the venue this year to the Merewether Bowling Club and brought back our entertainers from Trivialites. Four rounds, plus bonus rounds gave the twelve teams a chance to go head-to-head to win the great prizes on offer. Another sell out event with just under 100 people packing out the bowling club restaurant.
November
A Christmas Celebration

We had over 100 guests at the newest and most exclusive hotel in Newcastle, the Honeysuckle Hotel. With the private function area, the mezzanine level, not available to even the LA Galaxy, NHJC, through early persistent efforts, were able to secure this space on the Friday night and a fantastic night was had by all, generating more interest from people wanting to get involved in 2011.[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
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